
Chapter 1 Identification Standards 

Introduction:  Interagency Early Intervention Committees (IEIC) 
Every child who has a hearing impairment, visual disability, speech or language impairment, physical disabilities, other 

health impairment, cognitive disability, emotional/behavioral disorder, specific learning disability, autism, traumatic 

brain injury, multiple disabilities, or deaf/blind disability and needs special instruction and services, is a child with a 

disability.  Children under age three, and at local district discretion from age three to age seven, who need special 

instruction and services because the child has a substantial delay or has an identifiable physical or mental condition 

known to hinder normal development is a child with a disability. 

Districts, in cooperation with the health and human services agencies located in the counties in which the district is 

located, have established Interagency Early Intervention Committees (IEICs) for children with disabilities under age five 

and their families.  Districts and agencies have also established an interagency agreement that outlines the roles and 

responsibilities of each of the agencies and encourages the use of a standardized written plan for children with 

disabilities ages 3 to 21. 

IEIC Committees include the following representatives: 

 local, education and county human services agencies 

 county boards 

 school boards 

 early childhood family education programs 

 Head Start 

 parents of young children with disabilities under age 12 

 child care resource and referral agencies 

 school readiness programs 

 current services providers 

 representatives from other private or public agencies 

The IEIC is responsible for developing and implementing interagency policies and procedures concerning the following 

ongoing duties: 

1. Developing public awareness systems designed to inform potential recipient families of available programs and 

services. 

2. Implementing interagency child find systems designed to actively seek out, identify, and refer infants and young 

children with, or at risk of, disabilities and their families.  These systems are nondiscriminatory and are designed 

to identify persons with disabilities beginning at birth, pupils with disabilities attending public and nonpublic 

schools, and pupils with disabilities who are of school age and are not attending any school. 

3. Developing procedures for receiving referrals from parents, physicians, private and public programs, and health 

and human services agencies.



Procedures for identifying Early Childhood Public/Nonpublic Children and 

School Age Nonpublic and Private Students 
School districts are required to develop systems to identify persons with disabilities beginning at birth, students 

with disabilities attending school, both public and nonpublic, and students with disabilities of school age who are 

not attending any school.  The Districts have developed identification systems in accordance with requirements of 

nondiscrimination. 

Early Childhood Child Find 

Public Awareness 

Interagency Early Intervention Committees develop public awareness activities and programs that reach all 

primary referral sources and consider strategies specific to un-served or underserved segments of the local 

population.  Activities and programs may include the development of brochures and pamphlets, public service 

announcements, training for primary referral sources, etc.  The effectiveness of the Public Awareness system will 

be evaluated through data provided annually on the ECSE District Data Profile. 

Early Childhood Special Education Child Find 

The Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) programs operating within HVED are committed to the efficient and 

appropriate identification of children eligible to receive early intervention services.  Districts recognize the 

importance of, and are active contributors to interagency Child Find systems.  It is the practice of ECSE programs 

to accept referrals from parents, local and regional medical centers, and interagency partners as well as from the 

following screening efforts working within each district: 

 Child and Teen Checkups 

 Early Childhood Screening 

 Head Start Health and Developmental Screening 

Each ECSE program follows procedures established by their Interagency Early Intervention Committee (IEIC) 

within the student’s county of residence for coordinating the involvement of interagency service providers to 

meet the comprehensive needs of young children with disabilities and their families. 

Procedures for receiving referrals 

The Interagency Central Referral Teams (CRT) receive referrals from a variety of sources such as parents, 

physicians, private and public programs, and health and human services agencies.  The central point of intake in 

Hiawatha Valley Education District is the HVED Cluster Director of Special Education.  A screening and possible 

evaluation is initiated following the referral. 

Nonpublic and Private School Child Find 

Nonpublic school child find procedures 

Informational letters are sent to private schools located within district borders and to parents engaged in home-

schooling member districts.  These letters describe the districts’ obligation to all students suspected of having a 

disability, including those children who are not in school and those educated in nonpublic schools or in their 

homes. 

Child Count of parentally-placed private school children with disabilities 

After timely and meaningful consultation with representatives from private schools in the district, the local school 

district will determine the number of parentally-placed private school children with disabilities attending private 



schools.  The child count will be used to determine the amount the district must spend on providing special 

education and related services to parentally-placed private school children with disabilities in the next subsequent 

fiscal year.  

Homeless Child Find 

Migrant and Homeless child find procedures 

All children with disabilities residing in the district, including those who are homeless or who lack a fixed, regular 

and adequate nighttime residence, regardless of the severity of their disabilities and who are in need of special 

education and related services, will be identified, located and evaluated to determine appropriate services. 

In HVED District communities, the homeless shelter social worker or other staff member contacts the school social 

worker to coordinate services with the local school district. 



Documentation 

 Annual Calendar for Preschool Screening (filed in individual districts)  

 Annual School Census (filed in individual districts) 

 District-wide Assessments (filed in individual district testing schedules) 

 Vision and Hearing Screening (filed in individual district screening schedules) 

 Sample Letter to Newspaper Regarding Public Service Announcement 

 Sample Child Find Public Service Announcement 

 Sample Public Service Announcement 

 Example:  Early Intervention Brochure 

 Sample Memo to Administrators of Nonpublic Schools in Wabasha and Winona Counties Sample Letter:  
Parents of Children who Attend Private Schools or are Educated at Home 

 Brochure:  Referral Procedures for Nonpublic Special Education Evaluations 

 Sample Memo:  Affirmation of Timely and Meaningful Consultation 

 Newspaper Article:  Special Education Evaluations for Private School/Home School Students 

 Example:  Parent Rights for Homeless Children Brochure 

 



Sample Letter to Newspaper Regarding Public Service Announcement 
 

Early Childhood Special Education 

Hiawatha Valley Education District 

1410 Bundy Boulevard 

Winona, MN 55987 

 

January 9, 2008 

         

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Hiawatha Valley Education District Interagency Early Intervention Committee (IEIC) is a non-profit 

organization made up of agencies and parents within our communities serving the school districts of Caledonia, 

Chatfield, Dover-Eyota, Houston, LaCrescent-Hokah, Lake City, Lanesboro, Lewiston-Altura, Mabel-Canton, 

Plainview-Elgin-Millville, Rushford-Peterson, Spring Grove, St. Charles, Wabasha-Kellogg, and Winona.  The IEIC 

works with young children who have special needs and their families.  The committee is working on a public 

awareness project to inform people about the services our group provides.  Attached is a brief public service 

announcement that we would like to be printed in your newspaper(s).  If you have questions about this project, 

please contact me at 507-452-1200. 

Thank you for your time! 

Sincerely, 

 

Director of Special Education 

Hiawatha Valley Education District IEIC Member 

 

Enc. 



Sample Child Find Public Service Announcement 

Public Service Announcement 

 Do you have questions about your child’s development? 

 Should my 3-month-old be able to look at me and smile? 

 My 12-month-old cannot sit alone. 

 My son is almost 3.  He isn’t talking as much as his cousin.  What can I do? 

 No one can understand my 4-year-old.  Does she need help? 

 My 18-month-old doesn’t walk yet.  Should I be worried? 

 My son acts differently than other kids his age.  Who should I call? 

As a parent, you know your child best.  The person that is most important in your child’s life is you!  Local 

agencies, such as your school district, public health and family services are working together with families of 

young children to provide support, resources, and information. 

No question is too small … 

 

For further information, please call the Hiawatha Valley Education District at 507-452-1200.



Sample Public Service Announcement 

Little Kids – Big Questions!  

Introduction:  The Hiawatha Valley Education District Interagency Early Intervention Committee knows that if you 

have little kids in your life, you are bound to have some big questions now and then. 

Questions like: 

 My baby needs shots, but we really can’t afford them.  What can I do? 

 Shouldn’t my baby be rolling over by now? 

 My 1-year old isn’t walking yet.  Should I be concerned? 

 My grandson isn’t using any words yet.  Is this normal for his age? 

 When is the next Early Childhood screening, and why should I take my child before he goes to 

Kindergarten?  Is it really a law? 

Parents, grandparents, daycare providers, and anyone concerned about a child, can find answers to questions like 

these and many others by calling Hiawatha Valley Education District at 1-507-452-1200.  Staff can answer your 

questions and/or refer you to the appropriate agency to best meet the needs of your child and family.  There are 

many options, including home visits or daycare visits that fit into your schedule or times that you bring your child 

to a center.  Early Childhood Family Education, Head Start, and Early Childhood Special Education within the public 

school system are just a few of the services available with programs designed to meet the needs of birth to 5-year 

old children. 

If you have big questions about little kids … take the first step toward getting the answers and call 1-507-452-

1200.  Staff at the Hiawatha Valley Education District will assist you in helping your child to succeed.  (Sponsored 

by Hiawatha Valley Education District IEIC) 

 



Early Intervention Brochure
 

Agencies involved with your local IEIC: 

County Public Health Services 

County Social Services 

Head Start 

Public Schools 

 Early Childhood Special Education        

 Early Childhood Family Education          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared and paid in part by the  

Help Me Grow in Hiawatha Valley Education District 

Interagency Early Intervention Committee 

3 years: 

 Pedal a tricycle 

 Kick a ball 

 Imitate drawing a straight line 

 String beads or spools 

 Talk and usually be understood 

 Use three-word sentences 

 Tell you who is a boy/girl 

 Name six body parts 

4 years: 

 Dress self, except for fasteners 

 Put together 7-12 piece puzzle 

 Balance on one foot 

 Draw a face 

 Ask questions 

 Play make-believe 

 Take turns 

 Name some colors 

5 years: 

 Play organized games 

 Catch a bounced ball 

 Cut with a scissors 

 Copy familiar shapes 

 Draw a person with 6-8 body parts 

 Follow a three-step direction 

 Count to 10 

 Understand the meaning of many words  

 

 

 

 

Hiawatha Valley Education 

District Early Intervention 

 
 

An outreach of the 

Hiawatha Valley Education District Interagency 

Early 

Intervention Committee 

(IEIC) 

 

 



 

Did you know that … 

 Many agencies in your community work 

together as an Interagency Early 

Intervention Committee (IEIC) to identify 

and serve young children who may have 

special needs and their families? 

 

 The IEIC plans, coordinates, and provides 

services to help 

families and their 

children grow 

and develop to 

their greatest 

ability? 

 

 Agencies can provide health, 

developmental, medical referral, financial, 

family support, early childhood, and parent 

education services? 

 

 Families with young children can use these 

services?  

 

 Agencies involved can 

answer questions 

regarding your child’s 

health and 

development and assist in finding services? 

 

 

General Guidelines 

Each child develops at their own rate.  Your 

child should at: 

3 months: 

 Follow movement by turning head 

 Look at you and watch your face 

 Startle at loud noises 

 Move arms and legs easily 

 Raise head when lying on tummy 

 Smile 

 Coo or gurgle 

6 months: 

 Roll over 

 Hold head up without support 

 Reach for and hold objects 

 Turn head toward sounds 

 Try putting 

everything in mouth 

 Cry when hungry 

or uncomfortable 

 Babble or squeal 

 Laugh out loud 

9 months: 

 Creep or crawl 

 Stand, holding onto a support 

 Bang two objects together 

 Respond to own name 

 Know parents from strangers 

 Say “MAMA” or “DADA” 

 Imitate sounds 

 Look, without squinting eyes 

12 months: 

 Wave “bye-bye” 

 Walk with one hand held 

 Finger feed self 

 Play “peek a boo” 

 Show affection 

 Say a few words besides “mama” and 

“dada” 

18 months: 

 Try putting on own shoes 

 Feed self with spoon 

 Walk without help 

 Pick up a Cheerio 

 Build tower with 3 blocks 

 Point to things when 

 named 

 Let you know what he/she 

 wants 

 Likes to help 

2 years: 

 Jump 

 Run 

 Walk up and down stairs with help 

 Listen to short stories 

 Turn pages of a book 

 Copy another child’s play 

 Often use two-word sentences 

 Often does opposite of what’s asked



Sample Memo: Administrators of Nonpublic Schools in Hiawatha Valley Education 

Districts 

Memo 

 

To:  Administrators of Nonpublic Schools in Hiawatha Valley Education Districts 

From:  Glenn Haupt, Executive Director  

Re:  Identification of Students with Disabilities 

 

The newly reauthorized Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA) requires that public school 

districts consult with and provide certain information to the representatives of private schools and to the 

representatives of parents of parentally-placed private school students.  Toward that end, HVED is providing you 

with this memorandum.  Please post this memorandum in a prominent location in your schools so that parents 

may have access to this information as well.  I have also enclosed a letter to parents of privately placed students.  

Please make copies and give these to the parents of your students along with a copy of the enclosed brochure.  

The brochure provides our child find process at a glance.  It is also meant to be shared with parents. 

If you would like to schedule a meeting with me and, if you choose, parent representatives to discuss the topics 

contained in this memorandum, please contact me at 507-452-1200.  If you are a private school representative 

and you do not desire to meet to engage in further consultation regarding the topics in this memorandum, please 

sign the attached form and return it to me at the Hiawatha Valley Education District, 1410 Bundy Blvd. Winona, 

MN  55987 at your earliest convenience.   

1. What is the child find process? 

The school district is required to conduct activities to locate, identify, and evaluate all children with disabilities 

who are located within the geographic boundaries of the district.  These activities are referred to as the “child 

find” process.  The child find requirement applies to all children with disabilities who are attending private 

elementary and secondary schools, including religious schools.  The child find process for private school 

children with disabilities must be comparable to the process used for children with disabilities in public 

schools. 

IDEA requires that all children with disabilities be reevaluated at least once every three years. Therefore, the 

school district must initiate a reevaluation of a private school child with a disability at least once every three 

years.  If the district cannot complete the reevaluation because the child’s parents refuse to cooperate, the 

district is not required to take further action.  

The requirement to reevaluate also includes private school children with disabilities who are not receiving 

special education and related services from the district.  Such children need to be reevaluated to determine 

whether they continue to have a disability for the private school child count and funding purposes. 

2. How can parentally-placed private school children suspected of having a disability participate equitably in 

the child find process? 

The parent, guardian, or teacher of a child who is attending a private school located within the school district 

may ask the district to evaluate the child to determine whether he or she has a disability and is in need of 



special education services under IDEA.  Any child suspected of having a disability may be referred to the 

school district for an evaluation.  If the school district evaluates a child and determines that the child is eligible 

for special education services, the district will provide the child with a free appropriate public education if the 

parents choose to enroll the child in the district’s public schools.  If parents choose to continue enrollment in 

the private school, the child may not receive direct special education services or the services may be limited. 

3. How does the Hiawatha Valley Education District inform parents, teachers, and private school officials of 

the child find process? 

In addition to disseminating this memorandum, once a year the district’s Director of Special Education and/or 

a representative of the Director will meet with private school representatives to discuss the child find process.  

The district will provide a brochure that explains the child find process.  Copies of the brochures will be 

provided to private school officials and will be available to parents, teachers, and private school officials.   

4. What process will the school district use to consult with private school officials and parents of parentally 

placed children with disabilities and how will the process operate throughout the school year to ensure 

that parentally-placed private school children with disabilities who are identified through the child find 

process can meaningfully participate in special education? 

The district will consult with private school officials and parents of parentally-placed children with disabilities 

on an annual basis by disseminating this memorandum and by asking the private school representative if 

he/she would like to meet with a public school representative.  If a child is evaluated and found to be a child 

with a disability who is in need of special education services, the district will consider the child’s individual 

needs and develop an Individual Services Plan (ISP).  Additionally, throughout the school year, private school 

officials and parents of parentally-placed children with disabilities are invited to contact a district 

representative by telephone or email if they have any related questions.  

Glenn Haupt, Executive Director, HVED  

507-452-1200 

ghautpt@hved.org  

5. Where, how, and by whom will special education and related services be provided to parentally-placed 

private school children with disabilities? 

School districts are required to offer a free appropriate public education to children with disabilities who are 

enrolled in its public schools.  Parents have the right to choose to send their child to a private school.  

However, no parentally placed private school child with a disability has an individual right to receive some or 

all of the special education and related services that the child would receive if enrolled in a public school.  

Consequently, if parents choose to send their child to a private school, the child may receive no direct special 

education services from the school district or the services may be limited.   

In consultation with representatives of private schools and parents of children with disabilities, decisions 

about how and where special education services will be provided are made on a case-by-case basis with 

consideration being given to the individual needs and circumstances of the child with a disability.  The school 

district may choose to provide the services at a private school site, including a religious school, but the district 

is not required to do so.  One of the many factors that the district may consider is whether providing services 

at the private school site will minimize the need for transportation and the disruption to the educational 

program of all children receiving services. 

mailto:ghautpt@hved.org


When special education and related services are provided to parentally placed private school children with 

disabilities, they will be provided by qualified personnel.  Such personnel will typically be employed and 

assigned by the school district.  In some circumstances, however, the district may contract with qualified 

personnel who are not employees of the district. 

6. How will the proportionate share of federal funds to be used for parentally placed private school children 

with disabilities be determined and calculated? 

School districts receive federal Part B funds to enhance programs for students with disabilities.  Districts are 

required to spend a proportionate share of these funds on parentally placed private school students with 

disabilities.  The proportionate share will be determined by multiplying the number of parental placed private 

school students with the average amount of federal funds allocated by the federal government for all the 

district’s students with disabilities. 

     Example 

Number of private school     District’s Part B allocation ÷ Child Count 

Students with Disabilities                                  10,000 ÷ 25 = $400 

                            3              X           $400 = $1200 

The private school’s proportionate share would be $1200.  Therefore the public school would have $1200 to 

spend on special education services to the three enrolled students with disabilities.     

7. What types of services may be provided? 

The special education services that the district provides to private school children with disabilities may include 

all types of direct and indirect services, including transportation services.  Indirect services may include, but 

are not limited to, assisting with the professional development of private school teachers who work with 

children with disabilities and providing consultation to assist private school personnel in meeting the needs of 

children with disabilities. 

Special education services, including student specific materials and equipment, must be secular, neutral, and 

non-ideological.  The school district must control the funds used to provide special education services and 

have title to all materials, equipment, and property purchased with the funds.  The district must administer 

the funds and property and ensure they are used for the purpose of providing services to parentally placed 

private school children with disabilities.    

8. If the school district disagrees with the views of a private school official on the provision of services or the 

types of services that will be provided, what information will be provided to the private school official? 

In the event of a disagreement between a private school official and the district, the district will provide a 

written explanation of the reasons why it chose not to provide services directly or through a contract.   

 

Enclosures: Parent Letter 

  Brochure Pre-referral Procedures for Special Education Evaluations 

Affirmation of Timely and Meaningful Consultation 

  



Sample Memo: Administrators of Nonpublic Schools in the Hiawatha Valley Education 

Districts 

Memo 

To:  Parents of children who attend private schools or are educated at home 

From:  Glenn Haupt, Executive Director, HVED  

Re:  Identification of Students with Disabilities 

 

I am writing to explain your rights under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA 2004) 

which requires public school districts to identify children in non-public schools who have disabilities within its 

school district’s boundaries. 

Should you perceive that your child has a disability and is not making satisfactory academic, social behavioral, 

and/or communicative progress and has a substantial limitation in the areas of learning and communicating, you 

may seek a screening and evaluation through the public school whose boundaries contain the private school your 

child attends.  The evaluation will be designed to determine whether or not your child has a disability as defined 

by special education eligibility criteria in Minnesota Rules (MR) 3525.  For children with disabilities who are found 

eligible to receive special education services, parents will be invited to participate on a planning team that will 

review the information and propose services.  The process is as follows: 

1. You will be invited to attend the planning team meeting at the public school.  Representatives from the 

non-public school will be invited to attend also.  The team will review the information presented by your 

child’s teacher, evaluator, and/or other staff.  You will also have an opportunity to share information as 

you deem appropriate. 

2. You will receive a written notice of the proposed evaluation for your approval.  This notice requires 

written permission by the parent prior to the public school conducting the evaluation. 

3. Once written parental permission is received, then the public school special education staff will conduct 

your child’s evaluation.  You will have an opportunity to provide further information about your child’s 

needs as a part of the evaluation. 

4. The planning team will complete an Evaluation Summary Report, and they will make a decision regarding 

your child’s eligibility for special education. 

Children eligible for special education services under (MR) 3525 will have an Individual Services Plan developed by 

a planning team of public school special education staff, non-public school staff, and you. 

Please see attached brochure for further information and the name and contact information for the Special 

Education Director serving the public school district in which your private school is located.  Please direct your 

questions and communications between the private school and the public school to the person named in the 

brochure. 



Referral Procedures for Nonpublic Special Education Evaluations
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since 1975, public schools have been 

responsible for providing special education 

services to children with disabilities.  Part of that 

obligation is the identification of students with 

disabilities who are in need of special education 

and related services.  An educational evaluation 

is conducted to determine if a child meets the 

state mandated eligibility criteria for disabilities 

and if the child is in need of special education 

and related services.  The disability areas 

include:    

 Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) 

 Deaf-Blind (DB) 

 Deaf and Hard of Hearing (DHH) 

 Developmental Cognitive Disability Mild to 

Moderate or Moderate-Severe (DCD-MM, 

DCD-MS)  

 Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE)  

 Emotional or Behavioral Disorders (EBD) 

 Other Health Disabilities (OHD)  

 Physically Impaired (PI)  

 Severely Multiply Impaired (SMI) 

 Specific Learning Disability (SLD)  

 Speech or Language Impairments (S/LI) 

 Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)  

 Visually Impaired (VI) 

 

The purpose of this brochure is to outline the 

initial referral process used if a parent or 

teacher suspects that a 

 

 

student between the ages of 5 and 21 may have 

a disability and needs special education and 

related services. 

Child Find Process

Hiawatha Valley 

Education District 

Public Schools 

 

 

Parent and  

nonpublic school 

teacher discuss 

concern 

Nonpublic school teacher 

gathers information and 

contacts special  

If concerns persist  

teacher submits pre-referral 

intervention documents to district 

special education coordinator 

Concern is identified 

Public school Student Support Team 

(SST) reviews pre-referral information 

Evaluation 
plan written 

Alternative 

options will 

be 

Nonpublic school teacher 

conducts and documents 

pre-referral interventions 

Referral is not 
appropriate 

 



Referral Process 

 Parent or nonpublic school teacher 

identifies a concern with the student’s 

academic performance, communication, 

health/physical status, social/emotional 

or behavioral skills, motor skills, or 

functional skills. 

 

 Parent and nonpublic school teacher 

discuss concern. 

 

 Nonpublic school teacher gathers 

information on student performance. 

 

 Nonpublic school teacher conducts and 

documents pre-referral interventions. 

 

 If concerns persist and performance is 

discrepant from classmates/norms, 

teacher submits pre-referral 

interventions and information to the 

special education director assigned to 

the District (see back of brochure) in 

which the nonpublic school is located to 

initiate referral.  

 

 The public school Child Study Team 

(CST) reviews pre-referral information 

and interventions and will contact 

parent, teacher, and/or principal for 

additional information or consultation.   

 

 The CST determines whether pre-

referral information is adequate.  If not, 

the information is returned to the 

referring party for completion.  The CST 

determines if an evaluation is needed. 

 

 If evaluation is needed, an evaluation 

determination meeting is held and an 

evaluation plan is completed.  The plan 

is shared with parents for their written 

consent. 

 

 If the referral is inappropriate, 

alternative options for action will be 

recommended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For additional information: 

 

Special Education Director Contact: 

 

 HVED Public Schools #6013 

Glenn Haupt 

1410 Bundy Blvd 

Winona, MN  55987 

507-452-1200 

      



Sample Memo:  Affirmation of Timely and Meaningful Consultation 
I am a representative of a private school that is located within the geographic boundaries of the __________ 

School District.  By signing below, I affirm that I have had timely and meaningful consultation with the 

__________ School District regarding the following topics: 

 the child find process and how parentally-placed private school children suspected of having a disability 

can participate equitably, including how parents, teachers, and private school officials will be informed of 

the process;  

 the determination of the proportionate amount of federal funds available to serve parentally place 

private school children with disabilities, including the determination of how the amount was calculated. 

 the consultation process among the school district, private school officials, and representatives of parents 

of parentally-placed private school children with disabilities, including how the process will operate 

throughout the school year to ensure parentally- placed private school children with disabilities identified 

through child find can meaningfully participate in special education and related services; 

 how, where, and by whom special education services will be provided for parentally placed private school 

children with disabilities, including a discussion of types of services, including direct services and alternate 

service delivery mechanisms; and 

 how, if the school district disagrees with the views of the private school officials on the provision of 

services or the types of services, whether provided directly or through contract, the school district will 

provide private school officials a written explanation of the reasons why the school district chose not to 

provide services directly or through a contract.  

 

____________________________  ______________________________      

Name of Private School    Representative’s Name (please print) 

 

____________________________  ________________________________ 

Date      Representative’s Signature 

 

  



Newspaper Article:  Special Education Evaluations for Home-Schooled or Private-

School Students 
In response to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEIA 2004) Minnesota School 

Districts must demonstrate that "all children with disabilities, including children with disabilities attending private 

schools, regardless of the severity of their disabilities, and who are in need of special education and related 

services, are identified, located and evaluated."  This responsibility extends to children with disabilities who are 

educated at home or in nonpublic schools. 

Upon request, your local public school will provide information to concerned parents on specific disabilities 

including information about the educational or behavioral characteristics of each disability.  Parents who believe 

their child may indeed have a disability may request information on how to arrange for an evaluation through the 

district's special education staff. 

Parents of students who are evaluated and are found to be eligible for special education services will become part 

of a team which will develop, implement, and monitor the effectiveness of a Service Plan to meet the identified 

needs of their children. 

If you have questions or would like to receive information about specific disabilities or evaluation, please contact 

the principal of the school building your child would be attending if he/she was enrolled in public school.  Your 

school district is committed to success for all learners. 



 

 

Parental Rights for 

Homeless Children 

 

Example:  Parental Rights for Homeless Children Brochure 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

  
 

For more information, questions or concerns, contact: 

 

Glenn Haupt, Executive Director, HVED 

(507) 452-1200 

 

The Hiawatha Valley Education District is in 
compliance with the McKinney-Vento Act and 
will help to provide a free and appropriate 
public education for students who are 
homeless. 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. School districts are required to keep students in their 

schools of origin to the extent feasible unless it is against 

the parent or guardian’s wishes. 

 

 

2. School districts must provide transportation to the school 

of origin at the request of the parent or guardian. 

 

 

3. If a student is sent to a school other than requested by 

parent or guardian, the school must provide a written 

explanation of its decision and the right to appeal. 

 

 

4. Schools must immediately enroll students in homeless 

situations, even if they do not have required documents 

such as school records, medical records, proof of residency, 

or other documents. 

 

 

5. Enrolling schools must obtain school records from the 

previous school.  Students must be enrolled while records 

are obtained. 

 

 

6. The school district’s liaison must immediately assist in 

obtaining immunizations or record of immunization or 

other medical records for those students who do not have 

them.  Students must be enrolled. 

 

 

7. A child or youth who is homeless and is attending any 

school in the district is eligible for Title I services. 

 

 

8. School districts must reserve funds as necessary to serve 

homeless children who do not attend participating schools 

– in shelters and other locations where they may live. 

 

 

9. A variety of services to students who are homeless may be 

provided including:   

 school supplies 

 supplemental instruction 

 counseling 

 transportation 

 

10.   Children will not be segregated or stigmatized on the basis 

of their state of homelessness. 

 

Parental Rights 



 


