What do the test scores mean?
Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments – Second Edition (MCA-II)

Overall scores

1. Score 1 = Scale Score

a. Standard score

b. Proficiency score and range dependent on grade level of student (see “State raw and scale score to achievement level conversion table”)

i. Grade 3 – Proficiency = 350, Range = 301-399

ii. Grade 4 - Proficiency = 450, Range = 401-499

iii. Grade 5 - Proficiency = 550, Range = 501-599

iv. Grade 6 - Proficiency = 650, Range = 601-699

v. Grade 7 – Proficiency = 750, Range = 701-799

vi. Grade 8 - Proficiency = 850, Range = 801-899

vii. Grade 10 – Proficiency = 1050, Range = 1001-1099

viii. Grade 11 - Proficiency = 1150, Range = 1101-1199

2. Score 2 = Minnesota Percentile

a. Percentile rank at which student’s Scale Score fell within the MCA-II norm sample for his or her grade (see “State raw and scale score to achievement level conversion table”)

b. e.g., student scoring at 25th percentile performed as well as or better than 25% of Minnesota students in his or her grade who were part of the MCA-II norm sample

3.  Score 3 = Achievement Level

a. Description of range into which student’s scale score fell (see “State raw and scale score to achievement level conversion table”)  

i. D = Does not meet standards

ii. P = Partially meets standards

iii. M = Meets standards

iv. E = Exceeds standards

b. Students earning M or E seen as “passing” MCA-II

Strand scores

1. Score 1 = Raw Score

a. For each MCA-II strand, the data warehouse displays the raw number of items the student answered correctly.  

b. Since each strand within and across grades may be made up of a different number of items, it is important to look at the “State test and strand means and standard deviations chart” document to make sense of differences across strands.
2. Difference Index

a. In the Cognos MCA-II Strands Compared to State 1-click graph, you may also view a strand score called a “difference index” that provides you with a standardized measure of the difference between your grade or individual student’s MCA-II strand score and the state average strand score.

b. The score is a z-score with the average score being 0.  It tells you how many state standard deviations your grade or individual student’s MCA-II strand score is away from the state average.

c. Difference indexes of greater than .5 or less than -.5 should be seen as meaningful and examined further.

d. For more information on the Difference Index, see the Data-Based Decision-Making Glossary on the Other Data-Based Decision-Making Resources page of the website. 

